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Purpose and summary of report:
The document attached as Appendix 1 is a revised version of the full Community Safety Strategic 
Assessment completed on behalf of the joint Dartford and Gravesham Community Safety 
Partnership that has been tailored to focus on levels of crime and disorder recorded locally in 
Gravesham.  It is provided to the Crime and Disorder Scrutiny Committee in order that Members 
have an opportunity to consider changing patterns in recorded crime and anti-social behaviour and 
are aware of how the Assessment’s findings are used to contribute to decision-making in respect 
of local community safety priorities.  Members are asked to note that information provided in 
Appendix 2 is exempt from publication as this data remains the property of Kent Police, is 
protectively marked and will therefore, be discussed separately.

Recommendations
Members are asked to:

a) Consider and comment upon the content of the Strategic Assessment;
b) Consider and comment upon work carried out during the course of the year to address 

local priorities;
c) Endorse the recommendations identified in the Strategic Assessment and offer any further 

suggestions for future work as appropriate.

1. Introduction

1.1 The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 places a legal requirement on all Community Safety 
Partnerships (CSPs) to complete an annual audit of crime and disorder known as the 
Strategic Assessment.  The primary purpose is to assess the current levels of crime and 
anti-social behaviour (ASB) and allow an opportunity for existing priorities to be reviewed 
and revised if necessary to reflect changing circumstances.  This may mean having to 
focus attention on a particular crime type that is escalating, responding to new legislation or 
taking advantage of opportunities to work in collaboration with different partner agencies or 
community groups.

 
1.2 The Strategic Assessment process is intended to ensure that decisions taken are based on 

sound evidence.  Data has been provided by a range of partner agencies, chiefly for the 12-
month period, 1 October 2015 to 30 September 2016 and comparisons are drawn where 



possible, between our performance locally in Gravesham and that of other Kent Districts 
and Medway as well as with those areas falling within our Most Similar Group (MSG).  
Whilst Dartford and Gravesham have a joint CSP, this document has been tailored to 
specifically focus on crime and disorder in our local area in order to provide greater clarity 
and more detail on the work that has been taking place in Gravesham to improve 
community safety and to enable discussion in respect of future priorities.

1.3 An Executive Summary can be found at the beginning of the Assessment (page 5) together 
with a series of recommendations for activity both for the CSP and the local Community 
Safety Unit (CSU) in 2017-18.  

1.4 Members may also be interested in the sections in the Assessment at the end of each of 
the crime categories/areas of focus that highlight key multi-agency work that has taken 
place in the last 12 months.

2. Appendices

Appendix 1:  Community Safety Strategic Assessment 2016 - Gravesham 

Appendix 2:  Information extracted from the Strategic Assessment that falls into Part 2 – 
Exempt

3. Background Papers  

None – Data sources are acknowledged throughout the Strategic Assessment.


